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HIS BOYHOOD

IN )

Fhe Novelist, Essayist and Poet
Describes Hia Early Life,

————
Hew He Beocame an American—The Roe
mance of Hiy First Success im
Literature—His First Moet- e

ing with Howells.

TearyRaceT, 1947
. A mew beok will soon ba publishea
by Prof. Hjslmar Hjorth Boyesen, au-
thor of “Gunnar, & Norse Bomanes,™
“‘A Duugiter of the Philistines,” and
other movels. It will he ono of the
reries of “American Essayists,” in

illiam Dean Howells and Brander
Matthews have alresdy appeared, and |
will be ecalled “Literary and Soecial
Silhouettes.” I took oecasion to ask
FProf. Boyesen abeut his new book a |
Tew days ago, and in talking about it
he told me that it was undertakcen at
the request of the publishers. and that |
it deals with what sppear to him the
most interesting phoses of social and |
literary lifo in America. In one of the

| getit published?

| literary center of the country.

éago, 1o b pald €e any wm whe
should come to glaim it person.
“When I had graduated from the uni-
versity in 1868," the professor went on,
“my father informed me that this sum
was st my disposal, and sdvised me to
spend & year in travel in the United
States with my younger brother. If 1
liked the country well snough I might
stay. If notl mightretura to Norway.

“On April 1, 1869, my brother and I
arrived in New York, and after travel-
ing about for some months we took up
our temporary quartars in a small town
called Urbana, in Ohio. There I left
wy brother and went to Chicago, where
1 was offered the editorship of a Nor-
wegian weekly called *Fremad,' which
had just been started. In this
position [ remained about & year and

| & half, but the ambition to write was

strong in me, and I soon saw that if I
were to make a reputation as a writer
1 must master ¢ompletely the English
language. To this end it was neces-
sary to abandon all Scandinavian as-
sociations. I resigned my editorship
anid accepted a position astutorin Lat-
in spd Greek at the Urbana university.
There I wrote my first book, ‘Gunnar,’
Lut now the question arose—how to
1 did not know asin-
gle perwon connected remotely even
with Htereture, but somehovwgthe faten
ssemed to be on my side.

“In the summer vacation I went to
Boston, which I heard was then thas
The
day safter my arrival 1 strolled ioto the
Harvard library in Cambridge. The
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librarian, Prof. Abbott, requested me
| tosign my name in the visitors book,
| and [ promptly spread out all my for- |
midable Ij's on the page. lie became |
interested and asked me what sort of a |

Everything . Electrical,

| lar,’

+ edncated Norwegian.

BOYESEN AT SIXTEEN.

pasays Prof. HBoyesen disousses and
endeavors to characterise the warious
types of American womon, end in-
dulges in an iavidious, but ke hopes
not nnprofitabla, comparison betwoen
German and American ladies Deing
himsalf a Norwegian by birth, and hav-
ing married an Amerioan lady, he feels
that he can afford to do this withont
fear of misnnderstanding, Two of the
essays are personal in character. One
is oalled “The Meridian of Life," and
records the author's Jurubricus emo-
tions on passing his fortieth birthday;
thero Is also a paper catitled “My Lost
Sell,” which describes Prof. Boyesen's
feelings on returning after an absence
of nineteen years to his native land. 1t
is a,bit of personal history which he
believes no otlisr man of letters has |
hisd g chunece te record. |
The professor's mention of his Nor-

weglan birth led me to ask him about |
kis boyhood in Norway and how hs |
came 1 0 make his home in this country.
We drifted into a long conversation on
the su b_.«.u_l. which I will set down as |
elosely as poasi‘alo.
*1 was born,” the professor said, “‘at |
B little naval station in the south uf
Norway, called Fredericlksvaern, whe ru
Iny father was then stationed as pro- |
fessor of mathematics at the naval |
nocademy. This was not the family
homestaad. my father’s fomily haviog
been landed proprictors who owned an
patate near Christiania, aod had lived
on it for gemerativns. My mother's
Family belouged to the district called
Bogn, where my grandfather was a
judge. lwas seot to him asa small
boy and spent a large purt of my boy-
hood on his estute on the Sognefjord.
I remember very well how he took me
sbout in a large cabin boat called the
wing-boat, when he went on his an- |
cual voyage to the sessions of the
court in his various districts. The boat
was rowed by a dozen oarsmsn, and
wheraver we oamse a flag was run up
on & flug-polo at the end of the pler s
en invitation to usto spend the night.
Thers was a great deal of old-fash-
loned ceremony about it, and a hearty,
phearful and altogether beautiful hos-
pitality, something like what I imag-

name that was. 1 answered that it
was & Norwegian name. ‘Are you,
then, & Norwegian? ho ashked. [ re-
plied that I waus. *That is very singu-
he said. ‘Prof. Child, who was
lisre & moment ago, told me that he
wanted very mueh to get hold of an
If yvou have no
objection I will send for him.’

*I declared that I should be delight
ed to meet the professor. Ile arrive.
in half an hour, bringing with him «

POYESEN'S @RANDFATHER, THE JUDGE. |
f copy of Landstad’s Norwegian ballads,

which he had just procured, saying
that he found much difficulty in read-
ing the Norwegian dizlects in which
the ballads wwere written. 1 willingly
offered my services as a translator,

| and we spent a most pleasant alter-

noon tog=ther.

“In return for this slight favor he
asked me whether I would not like to|
meet the literary celebritics of Cam-
bridge. This was more than I had
boped for. Ata dinner which he gave
afew days later T met Mr. Howells
At the request of DProf. Childs 1
brought the mapuseript of my book,
and read two chapters after dinner.
Howells was greatly interested, and
invited me to spend a couple of days|
with him at his house and read the re-
mainder of the book. The lnvitation
was accepted and likewise the manu-
script which appeared the following |
year in the Atlantic Mouthly.
was the beginning of a warm and en-
during friendship whieh I value above |
all my other experiences in this coun-
try. Every summer, during the next
¢ ght years, I spent largely with How-
¢lls and his family, and his unfailing |

kindness and econrtesy, his heroic pa-'

tience with my literury crudites, gave
me a valued fmpetus and encourage- |
ment for future eJort"

The tals when it appeared in book
form the following year, was most fa-|

| vnublg received and proved a gratify-

| dion with an

| of proportion toits merits
| literary

( aQooess.
“Thia and the success cof my eu-ly
Atlantiostories brourht me intoassocia-
ther pr usat and most
delightiul man of letters, Dr. J. G. Hol-
lemd, then editer of the old Seribinors’
Monthly. He, too, welcomed me to the
pages of his magarine with a kindness
snd courtesy I shall never forget. 1)
spent a summer with him at Bar Har-
bor in 1878. We took long walks to-
gother, discussed literary plans, and he |
showed an interest in my work all out
Another |
editor whose criticism and

| friendship became of muech value to |
| me at this time was Richard Watson

TJALMAR HJORTH BOTESEN.

Ine must have been the hospitality of
Homerie times."

“How did you amuse youself asa lad,
professor?”

“My chief oseupations were thoss of
primitive man, fishing and setting
trapa for birds and beasts. Thern s
s bov mnamed Niles Kampen, a fow
yours older than myself, who was my
chief instroetor in fishing and wood- |
lore. e knew all the haunts of the
‘ptter, the ptarmigan and the mountain
pock. 1 sold the proceeds of our expe-
ditiens to my grandmother and |
him half the profitaa The servants' |
hall, which lay apart from the prinei- |
pal mansion, was to me a forbidden |
bat enchanted realm dueh was said
there that was not for ears polite. but
for all that 1 was drawn thither by an |
irresistible fascinntion. After having
lsissed iy grandparents good night
and when supposed to bo sleeping
sonndly, I often stole down on : |
to the servants’ hall and ! It
bound to the old ballads, {i tul 1
snd traditions which
there during the winter nights”
the weird legerndsconee rmu; t he nixy
the hulder and the troll. which are 1
be found in Bovesen's first bouk e |
par,” were first heard on thess "rrbld-'
den expeditions.

Boyesan completed his pre p.;—n:mgl

or the university of Norway in Chris- |
lj.mm ot & Latin schoo] in the same |
c!t'r Meanwhile his {a'h.r wh .lmd
s great enthusiasm for the ted
Btates, hod spent two or three _\--_;;-‘ in
this country, snd determined to give|
his sons a chance to decide for them-
selves whether they wished to live here |
orin Norway. He therefore deposited
s sum of moner with &, Liend ig Chi-

gave

'y

(+ilder, shen associate editor of the old
Seribner. He and n!.s charmingly in-
telligent wife completed the work of
identifying me with American life. so
that when my grandiather demanded
my return to Norway a very brief ex-
Dl’-""’nIO sufficed 1o show me that my !
ot was cast irrevocably
States.” AT

in the United
TR STEDMAXN.

Fretty Good Garss.
Amie—And =o May's flanca is a real
baron. What is be baron of?
Helene—Ildens, probably. —Bmum"n
Life.

Usnally the Case.
Mahe! —With what versesare you the
most familiar?
Poet—Deverssae —N. Y. World

Literscr llem
“This a great age for literature, fan't
Lt
. “That's s0o. In old times it was only '
the learned and educated who had se-
coss to books. Now every donkey can
improve his mind."—Alex Sweet, in
Texas Sifting=
And Off.

Bobbie Ringo—Say, psaps. tha little
boy mext door has & new bicyele, and
he is learning to rideon it

Mr. Bingo—Iliow is he getting on?

Bobbie—That’s about all he does—is |
to et on.—Harper's Young People.
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THE ISRAELITE IN EGYPT. ,1

Egyptian Names Are Faithfolly Rapree |
duced ia the Bible.

A correspondent ‘of the Manchester
Guardian writes: Perhaps hardly any
tale of ancient times has come down|
to us so well accredited us to its main |
faets as the story of the sojourn of the
Isrzelites ln Epypt, their wanderings
in the desert, and the slow and painful
evolution among them of a higher form
of religious faith, and yet, if we are to
believe Profs. B. Stade (“‘Geschichte
des Volkes Israel”) and E. Meyer
(““Qeachichte des alton Aegvptens"),
tha lsraciites rever were in Egypt at |
| 81l “All that we read of their history
| in Exodus,” says Prof. Stade, “isa myth |
A defender,

| however, has arisen for the old story
in far Japan, whence Prof. L. Riess
| ends a paper to the Preussishe Jahr
bucher (December) discussing at some
length Profs. Stade and Meyer's argn-
| ments, and giving his own attempt at
' & rationalistie version of the Bible
' story. He dismissed as untenable their
| argument from the silence of the
| Egyption records (why, he pertinent-
ly asks, should the Egyptianse have
| sought to preserve the memory of
| events so little ereditable to them-
| Balves?), and rejects ss umscientific |
thair atlempt to emasenlate into
the mere possing waodering of some
| small nomad tribe that migration and
| regeneration of » whole mation wkieb
| has left lasting traces on the history
of the world, The acéretidms of a later
| date may be distinguished from the |
emall bits of genulne tradition that are
ull that have come down teo us by their |
very appropriateness, by their aptitude
to enfarce the tendeneies of the age in |
which the tradition took definite Yiter- |
ory form; thus the miraeulous element |
in the story of the Exodus would grow
| maturally out of the destre forreligions |
| edlﬂcatinn, the omission of other men® [
n of other tribes than thely own |
| fmm the growing nationsl exclugive- |
| nass. But where we find detalls given
{ which are opposed to the tendencies of |
tho later time, such as the Midlanites,
later on lsrael's bitterest enemies, |
figuring now as their main bhelpers in!
| & spiritual as well as material sense,
| or the forefathers of the two gmt'
tribes, Ephraim snd Manasseh, spring-

| ing from 2n Egypiiaa mother, there | | 151 N.EMPORIA AVE,

we may mrely draw conelusions favor- |
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abie to the genuiness of the tradition {

of which they form part Ko erplcnl—;
tlon ean secount so simply for the
faithfol reprodoction in the Bible nar-
rative of Egyptian names and circums |
stances as thet of the memories left by |
‘s lmgthy sojourn ia the country.

e
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